Message

From: Libelo, Laurence [Libelo.Laurence@epa.gov]

Sent: 9/25/2019 8:17:06 PM

To: Lindstrom, Andrew [Lindstrom.Andrew@epa.gov]; Strynar, Mark [Strynar.Mark@epa.gov]

Subject: The EPA Inspector General is launching an investigation into how the agency evaluated Chemours’ 2009 request to

produce Genk, including the company’s information on how it would discharge and dispose of the toxic compound.

FY1
https://pulse nepolicywatch . org/ 201 9/09/ 24/ epa-inspector-general-to-probe-agencys-handiimg-ot-chemours-
request-to-produce-genx/

The EPA Inspector General is launching an investigation into how the agency evaluated Chemonrs” 2009
request 1o produce GenX, m%ud g the company’ s mitrmation on how it would discharge and dispose of the
toxie compound,

According 1o a notice filed vesterday, the Ingpectoy General 18 focused on determining “what actions the EPA
took to verify compliance” with a congent order “to prevent release of the chemical GenX into the Cape Fear
River Bagin.”

Under the Toxic Releases Substance Act {TSUAY, companies that intend to manufaciure or import corlaim new
chemical substances must file a pre-manuthcture notice with the FPA. These substances include polvimers, such
as (enX.

A pre-manufacture notice must be submitted within at least 90 days betore production of the chemical begins.

Companies nust provide detatled wmformation about the chenueal, s manufacturing process, the smount o be
produced, s mtended use, envivonmental releases, disposal practices, homan exposures and available test data
on i‘(}xi{:ii‘y o human health and the environment,

The EPA s rigk assessors arve supposed to consider this information dun ng the new chemicals review process
and to ensure they don't present an zmmaz;mai fe riak o health or the environmes aatv

i 2008, DyPont -~ now Chemours - filed pre-manutacture notices under TSUA for GenX. The following vear,
the EPA and DuPont signed a consent order for the substances, according o the agency website, That order
reguired health and environmental testing in andmals, meluding that for reproductive effects and cancer, as well
as pogsible harm to fish and birds,

it also meluded analysis of controlled worker exposures, proposed envivonmental veleases, and the amount of
impurities that could be present in the final product.

DuPont/Chemours conducted the required testing and provided i to the HPA. That data 18 now under roview,
The Inspector General did not provide a timeline for the tnvestigation,

PFAS health study launches in seven siates

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has avarded 37 million in grants o study the relationship
between PFAS-contammated drinking water and health, Bach award 13 worth 1 muthion.
The awardees melude six universitios, two state departments of health and two nonprofits:

» Colorado School of Public Haalth, University of Colorado Anschuty Medical Campus, to look st exposures in

Fi Paso Jounty. .
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® Michizgan State Department of Health and Human Services to look at sxposures in Parchment/Coopsr

Township and North Kent County;

® RT{ International, headouartered in Research Triangle Park, and the Pennsylvania Department of Health to

ook at exposuras in Montgomery and Bucks Counties

» Rutgers Blomedical and Health Sclences — School of Public Health to look at exposures In Gloucestar

County, N

® SHent Soring Instiiute to look at exposures in Hyannds and Aver, Mass,
® University st Albany, SUNY and New York State Departmeant of Health to look st sxposures in Hoosick Fells

and Newburgh

» University of California — Irvine to ook st exposuras In communities near the UC rvine Medica! Center

Clean Cape Fear, a citizens” group based in Wilmington, eriticized the state and umiversities for not applving for
one of the grants. “Residents in the Wilmington and Favetteville areas will not be able to participate in one of
the six national locations receiving these foderal grants because no state agency, university, or research facility
subnutted an application on behalf of cur communities,” said BEwmily Donovan, a co-founder of Clean Cape Fear,

“A quarter of g muillion residents downstream of DuPont/Chemours exposed us to dangerous levels of toxic
PFAS for decades and our data will not be added to this nationwide study. s heartbreaking, Owr participation
i this study would have added valusble information to the nation’s understanding of human PFAS exposure”

Dronovan ssad DHHES should have overseen g statewide group, meluding public health officials and research
mstitutions and nonprofits to submi multiple applications for this grant, Other states, like Massachusetts, did
A spokeswoman for the state Department of Health and Human Services satd Vsinee this was a research study,
DHHS encouraged s acadomic pariners to apply”” DHHS 8 not a research organization, but does collect and
publish public health data,

Jetfrev Warren, veseavch divector for the NC Policy Collaboratory, which has deploved dozens of acadenuc
researchers to study perfluormated compounds, was on a UDC roview team to evaluate some of the grant
proposals, He said the states that received funding had long histories with PFAS contamination — longer than
North Carolina’s - and also had collected extensive amounds of data. All of the grants he reviewed, Warren
satd, volved academic teams.

The CDCs SS-page call for applications was clear wn that the agency would requive applicants to have access to
targe amounts of data,

Hecause the state has less data, Warren said, “T'm not sure North Caroling would have qualified”

“The criticism s unfounded,” he said, adding that the university researchers in North Caroling have applied for
grants totaling in the teng of millions of dollars to study the compounds.

No related posts,

Laurence Libelo, Chief
Science Policy Branch
ARD/OSRTI/OLEM
(703) 603-8815
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